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An Innovative Community; Authentically Hometown 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Ohio to visit Mount Vernon 

Laura Sykes on a mission to increase awareness of disability issues  
 
MOUNT VERNON, Oct. 4, 2021 – Laura Sykes’ life changed as dramatically as any life can on 
Nov. 13, 2015, when a vehicle she was riding in was struck by a tractor-trailer. 
 
As a result of the accident, Sykes’ spinal cord was shattered and she has not walked since. But 
since that event, which occurred when Sykes, then 21, was working as a restaurant server in 
Ontario, Ohio, her life has gone in an entirely new direction. 
 

Sykes, the current Ms. Wheelchair Ohio, will be in Mount Vernon on 
Tuesday, Oct. 5, to meet with community leaders and bring 
awareness to what has become her mission – to educate, support and 
encourage those with spinal cord injuries to never give up on 
achieving their dreams. 
 
Accompanied by at-large Mount Vernon Council Person Amber 
Keener, Sykes is scheduled to meet with Anthony McNeal of Main 
Street Mount Vernon and the media Tuesday at Stein Brewing 
Company, followed by a meeting with Mayor Matt Starr at City Hall. 
 
When Sykes became paralyzed, she wasn’t sure whether college was 
in her future, but her doctors and nurses at The Ohio State University’s 
Wexner Medical Center urged her to consider it. Sykes has since 

graduated with a degree in human services from North Central State College. She was also made 
aware of the Ms. Wheelchair Ohio pageant. 
 
Although pageants had never been her thing, Sykes decided to pursue the opportunity, and she 
was crowned Ms. Wheelchair Ohio last year. This past summer she competed in the national Ms. 
Wheelchair pageant in Little Rock, Ark. 
 
Her platform for the pageant was “Sudden Impact,” emphasizing how one moment can 
unexpectedly impact every aspect of one’s life, not to mention those of friends and family. 
 
For Sykes, now 27, that moment in 2015 has opened several new doors for her, and as Ms. 
Wheelchair Ohio she is devoting much of her time traveling the state to increase awareness of the 
fact that 350,000 Americans like her face challenges the rest of us have probably never imagined. 
She is also focused on mentoring new disability advocates. 
 
Laura Sykes is on a mission, literally, one that on Tuesday will bring her to Mount Vernon to open 
some eyes.    

 
### END ### 
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ABOUT THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON: 
The City of Mount Vernon is an innovative community with an authentic hometown feel.  Home to 17,000 people, Mount 
Vernon is the county seat for Knox County and boasts historic buildings and districts as well as business and professional, 
educational, and recreational opportunities through many adaptive reuses of the community’s infrastructure and 
spaces.  Specific attractions are the historic Woodward Opera House, the Knox County Memorial Building and Theater, 
and the 250-acre Ariel~Foundation Park adjacent to the state scenic Kokosing River. The City has strong ties to higher 
education, with Mount Vernon Nazarene University, Kenyon College, and Central Ohio Technical College operating 
satellite locations in the historic downtown.  Located 40 miles northeast of Columbus, Mount Vernon is near the geographic 
center of Ohio and has connections all over the globe.  
 
CONTACT:  Todd Hill 
PHONE:  (740) 393-9517 
DATE:  Oct. 4, 2021 

 


