How Can I Learn More?

For more information on storm water related topics, visit

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency Web site
www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw

OhioEPA
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Web sites
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or www.epa.gov/nps
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Your City of Mount Vernon Contact:
Cameron Keaton, P.E., P.S.
City Engineer
(740) 393-9528
engineer@mountvernonohio.org
www.mountvernonohio.org

In cooperation with the Knox Soil and Water Conservation District:
Rob Clendening
District Program Administrator
(740) 393-6724
rclenden@knoxswcd.org
www. knoxswcd.org
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Management Plan

Why a Storm Water Management Plan?

The City of Mount Vernon is regulated as a “Small MS4”
by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA).
MS4 is an acronym for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System. An MS4 is defined as “a conveyance or system of
conveyances owned by a state, city, town, or other public
entity that discharges to waters of the U.S. and is designed
or used for collecting or conveying storm water, not a
combined sewer, not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment
Works (POTW).”

MS4s must obtain coverage under Ohio EPA’s National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General
Permit for authorization to discharge storm water. This
permit originates from the 1972 Clean Water Act (CWA),
and subsequent revisions, which have the goal to preserve,
protect and improve our country’s waters from polluted
storm water runoff.

MS4s are required to prepare a Storm Water Management
Plan (SWMP). The City prepared a detailed SWMP in 2007
as part of the first generation of the General Permit. In
2009, a second generation of the General Permit was put
in place by the OEPA. The new General Permit includes
changes that the City, as an MS4, is required to address. In
2010, the City began a project to develop a revised Storm
Water Management Plan (SWMP) to replace the 2007 plan.




How Can | get a Copy of the “SWMP”’?

This flyer provides a general overview of what an MS4 Storm
Water Management Plan is and why the City has prepared one.
A copy of the Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) is available
at the City Engineer’s office. A copy has also been posted on the
City’s website, www.mountvernonohio.org.

What Will | Find in the “SWMP”?

The SWMP requires controls on storm water discharges (also known
as non-point source pollutants). Non-point source pollutants have
been shown to be the most significant cause of impairment to
water resources. Per the General Permit, the SWMP includes six
specific minimum control measures (MCMs):

Public Education and Outreach

Public Involvement / Participation

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE)
Construction Site Runoff Control

Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New
Development and Redevelopment

Pollution Prevention / Good Housekeeping for Municipal
Operations
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These MCMs are intended to guide preservation, protection and
improvement of Mount Vernon’s water resources.

MCM 1 and MCM 2: Measures such as providing outreach and
educating the public help to gain public support. Obviously, an
active, engaged community is important to the success of a SWMP
because it allows for public support and understanding, and gives
citizens partial responsibility for the City’s program.

MCM 3: “Illicit discharges” are defined as discharges into a
storm drain system that is not composed entirely of storm water.
They are a problem because, unlike wastewater which flows to
a wastewater treatment plant, storm water generally flows to
waterways without any additional treatment. Illicit discharges
often include pollutants. Recognizing the adverse effects illicit
discharges can have on receiving waters allows the City to detect
and eliminate illicit discharges by gaining a thorough awareness

of the entire storm water sewer system. This is the purpose of
MCM 3.

MCM 4: Construction site storm water management in areas
with construction from new development or redevelopment is
necessary to keep polluted storm water runoff from entering the
MS4 conveyances that discharge into the City’s receiving waters,
untreated. MCM 4 addresses these challenges.

MCM 5: Similarly, post-construction storm water management in
areas undergoing new development or redevelopment is necessary
to keep runoff from entering the storm sewers that discharge into
the City’s receiving waters untreated. The construction site runoff
control program is managed through MCM 5.

MCM 6: The pollution prevention and good housekeeping
measures that are part of MCM 6 are intended to improve or protect
receiving water quality by providing guidance and operational
procedures to better manage the potential for pollution from our
City’s municipal facilities operations.

Stormwater and the Construction Industry_
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Protect Natural Features Concﬁon Ehesite

Vegetative Buffers
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Maintain your BMPsl

www.epa.gov/npdes/menuofbmps

Dirt Stockpiles




